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The International Joint Commission (IJC) has contracted the Canadian Water Resources Association (CWRA) and the American Society of Civil Engineers, Environmental & Water Resources Institute (EWRI), for Technical Peer Review of the International Upper Great Lakes Study (IUGLS).

The IJC appointed the International Upper Great Lakes Study Board in February 2007 to examine whether the regulation of Lake Superior outflows can be improved to address changing interests and changing climate. The study area includes lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron and Erie, and their interconnecting channels (St. Marys River, St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair, Detroit River and Niagara River), up to Niagara Falls.

Major topics for investigation include determining the factors that affect water levels and flows, developing and testing potential new regulation plans and assessing the impacts of these potential plans on the ecosystem and human interests.

Physical changes in the St. Clair River were investigated early in the study as one factor that might be affecting water levels and flows.  The report Impacts on Upper Great Lakes Water Levels: St. Clair River reviews the factors affecting water levels.  Based on the findings, the study will also explore potential remediation options.

In its directive to the Study Board, the IJC said: An Independent Review Group (IRG) will be established to ensure independent technical review is being conducted and documented on appropriate study components and documents, during the entire study process. The IRG will conduct, as well as manage this independent review.

The independent peer review group has two co-chairs representing the United States and Canada along with technical review panelists from each Country.  A complete discussion of the peer review process can be found at http://www.asce.org/ewri/Committees/Committee-Websites/International-Upper-Great-Lakes-Study/
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.jpeg





      The  International Joint Commission (IJC)   has contracted the  Canadian  Water Resources Association (CWRA)   and the  American Society of Civil  Engineers, Environmental & Water Resources Institute (EWRI) ,   for  Technical Peer Review of the  International Upper Great Lakes Study  (IUGLS) .     The IJC appointed the  International Upper Great Lakes Study Board in  February 2007   to examine whether the regulation of Lake Superior  outflows ca n be improved to address changing interests and changing  climate. The study area includes lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron and Erie,  and their interconnecting channels (St. Marys River, St. Clair River, Lake  St. Clair, Detroit River and Niagara River), up t o Niagara Falls.     Major topics for investigation include determining the factors that affect  water levels and flows, developing and testing potential new regulation  plans and assessing the impacts of these potential plans on the ecosystem  and human interes ts.     Physical changes in the St. Clair River were investigated early in the study  as one factor that might be affecting water levels and   flows.  The report  Impacts on U pper  Great Lakes Wat er Levels: St. Clair River   reviews the  factors   affecting water levels.   Based on the findings, the study will also  explore potential remediation options.     In its  directive   to the Study B oard, the IJC said: An Independent Review  Group (IRG) will be established to ensure independent technical review is  being conducted and documented on appropriate study components and  documents, during the entire study process. The IRG will conduct, as well   as manage this independent review.     The independent peer review group has two co - chairs representing the  United States and Canada along with technical review panelists from each  Country.   A complete discussion of the peer review process can be found  at  ht tp://www.asce.org/ewri/Committees/Committee - Websites/International - Upper - Great - Lakes - Study/    

