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Virtual Water Imports and Exports Around the World
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Epurce: Chapangain and Hoskstra, 2004 Water Footprints of Mationa; UMAWWAPR 2006, UN Word ‘Water Development Repor 2



GEOGRAPHY

VIRTUAL-WATER FLOW

\firtual water ia the amount of water usad to create a product. For a pound of beef, that's 1,857 gallons on average. A cup of
coffes? That's 37 gallons. In the global trede of sgricultural products, frilliona of gellons of virtual water ars tranaferred batwaan
regiong. Using wirtusl welsr celculafions a5 a8 tool for water menagement, countrias in the future may weigh the export value of

a crop ageinst iis impect on local water eupply, end perhape chargs more for thet product to reflect the water's valus.
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Alberta’s Irrigation Districts

Irrigation Districts
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Fluid foods
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Project Description
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Alberta’s Irrigated Agriculture (2008)
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Total Virtual Water Imports to Japan (2000)
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Amount of virtual water by
product injected inta Japan
(100 million m’ per year)

Total imported amount: 64 billion m* per yﬁil Irrigation water used in Japan annually: 59 billion m* per year

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/white/2006/ODA2006/ht
ml/box/bx02003.htm



http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/white/2006/ODA2006/html/box/bx02003.htm
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/white/2006/ODA2006/html/box/bx02003.htm

Virtual Water Imports to Japan due to Food Imports (2005)
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Source: Ministry of the Environment (Japan)
http://www.env.go.jp/water/virtual_water/img/img_big.jpg
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Thanks for your attention ©

tara.hadler@albertainnovates.ca
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