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STATEMENT
Vancouver: Friday June 18, 2010
National Water Meeting Termed Great Success
President Andrew Szojka, speaking at the conclusion of the 63rd Canadian Water Resources Association (CWRA) National Conference: “Information, Infrastructure & Environment: What is our Water Legacy?”, congratulated conference organizers and participants for their contribution in advancing the science and policy of water management in Canada.

Over the last three days over 300 water professionals from across Canada heard and reacted to more than 100 presentations and posters covering a wide range of issues and policy options.  Policy and governance sessions were a special feature of this conference.  Speakers at these sessions illuminated the complexities facing policy makers in this area.

British Columbia MLA John Slater, Parliamentary Secretary for Water Supply and Allocation, addressed the conference as luncheon speaker.  He described the province’s important initiative to modernize the provincial Water Act.  This is the next step in implementing BC’s Living Water Smart policy.
President Szojka notes that the BC approach represents an excellent model for development of a water strategy.  Mr. Slater stressed in his presentation the need for widespread participation by all sectors in the policy development. Effective participation and a collaborative approach is a major theme that CWRA has advocated for many years as part of its mandate to promote effective water management for Canada.

The BC approach closely parallels the collaborative approach used by the Northwest Territories in their recently released water-strategy document: Northern Voices, Northern Water. In both BC and the Northwest Territories First Nation’s participation as full partners in the process is an essential feature, an aspect of policy development stressed by CWRA.  
CWRA’s response to the urgency of water issues on Canada is a continued effort to bring about the development of a National Water Strategy. CWRA commissioned a report, completed in June 2008 by Professor Rob de Loe, titled: “Toward a Canadian National Water Strategy”.  The report, endorsed by the CWRA, recommends a collaborative multi-stakeholder process as the best mechanism to achieve an effective water strategy for all of Canada. (www.cwra.org).

Over the past several years numerous reports and statements have drawn attention to the urgency attached to the development of a National Water Strategy.  The most recent of these was the National Roundtable on the Environment and the Economy’s (NTREE) report “Changing Currents”, released June 17th. This report, appropriately being headlined as “Canada’s Water Policy Needs an Overhaul”, reinforced the urgency of the need for action to meet serious water challenges facing Canadian industries, as previously noted by CWRA.

A recent Canadian Press story of May 27, 2010, headlined “Bureaucrats Sound Alarm of Water Data”, summarized the contents of a March 2009 report prepared by an intergovernmental panel of federal  bureaucrats.  This report sounded the warning that lack of information on water puts Canadians health and economy at risk.  President Szojka notes that a principal task of a National Water Strategy would be to overcome this deficit.
To further the development of a national strategy, the CWRA is calling together representatives from First Nations, industry, agriculture, municipalities, and non-governmental water policy groups to form an initiators group to promote a collaborative process leading to a National Water Strategy.  The meeting will take place in Toronto in September 2010.  The working document for the group will be the de Loe report referenced above.  
“To be successful the strategy development process must be inclusive and not a top down federal response.  This is the foundation of the process we are advocating”, Szojka said.
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